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A New Species of Nertera (Rubiaceae) from the Ryukyus 
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A new species Nertera yamashitae Yamazaki is described from the Ryukyus. 


An unknown plant was collected from Isl. 
Amamiohshima, the Ryukyus. It belongs to 
the genus Nertera , new to the Japanese flora, 
and has a close relation with Nertera nigri- 
carpa Hayata in Taiwan. However, this plant 


differs from the latter by obtuse leaves, obtuse 
sepals, shorter stamens and a bilobed style. 
Therefore, it appears that this plant should 
be treated as a new species. 

Nertera yamashitae Yamazaki, sp. nov. 



Fig. 1. Type of Nertera yamashitae Yamazaki. 
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Herba perennis. Caulis prostratus, 3-20 cm 
longus, ad nodos radicans, glaber. Folia 
opposita, petiolis 1-1.5 mm longis, glabris, 
laminis membranaceis, leviter camosis, late 
ovatis, basi rotundatis, apice obtusis, 2-4 mm 
longis, 1.5-3 mm latis, utrinque glabris. Flores 
axillares, solitarii. Ovarium inferus, globosum, 
glabrum. Sepala ovata, obtusa, circ. 0.8 mm 
longa, 0.5 mm lata, glabra. Corolla alba, 
infundibularis, membranacea, circ. 8 mm longa 
et lata, usque ad medium 4-lobata, tubo 
cylindrico, circ. 3 mm longo, lobis oblongo- 
ovatis, acutis, 4 mm longis, 2.5 mm latis. 
Stamina4, inclusa, circ. 2 mmlonga, filamentis, 
glabris, antheris oblongis, circ. 0.8 mm longis. 
Stylus filiformis, circ. 5 mm longus, apice 
dilatatus, bilobatus. Fructus ingotus. 

Hab. The Ryukyus, Isl. Amamiohshima, 
Sumiyogawa, on mossy rock along a stream 
(H. Yamashita, July 5,1996, no. 9978, holotype 
TI). 


Fig. 2. Nertera yamashitae Yamazaki. a, flower, 
b, corolla opened, c, calyx and style. Bar: 1 mm. 
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Fig. 3. Nertera yamashitae Yamazaki (Photo, by H. Yamashita, Jun. 30, 1996). 




